41 Owners Get
Compensation
Totalling Z20cr
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Hyderabad: The long-awai-
ted expansion of Hyderabad
metro’s green line from Ma-
hatma Gandhi Bus Station to
Chandrayangutta, connec-
ting the Old City to the metro
network, has commenced.
The expansion, initially plan-
ned during the first phase, fa-
ced numerous delays due to
alignment disputes and pro-
perty acquisition challenges.

Demolition work is along
Mir Alam Mandi Road near
Charminar, where roads are
widened to accommodate
metro pillars and stations.
The 7.5-km elevated track ex-
tension, part of the metro’s
second phase, will connect
Shalibanda, Falaknuma and
Chandrayangutta, bringing
modern transit infrastructu-
re to one of Hyderabad’s den-
sely populated areas.

90 more cheques to be han-
ded over to owners today

“This expansion for the
0Old City is long due and is a
crucial step in integrating it
with Hyderabad’s modern
public transportation sy-
stem,” said Hyderabad Air-
port Metro Limited (HAML)
managing director NVS Red-
dy. “I just signed 90 more che-
gues which will be handed
over to property owners on
Wednesday. Works are going
to roll ahead in full swing,”
the senior official added.

The project already began
disbursing compensation to
affected property owners. In
thefirst phaseof payments, 41
owners of 34 properties recei-

Long wait comes to end, Metro
rail expansion begins in Old City
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220 crore. According to metro
officials, the total compensa-
tion package is expected tore-
ach approximately 21,000 cro-
re, covering 1,100 properties
along the expansion route.
Special attention is being
paid to protecting heritage
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" structures in the Old City,

with the metro alignment ca-
refully planned to minimise
impact on historical buil-
dings.

However, residents ex-
pressed mixed feelings, say-
ing, “While the demolition of
our properties is difficult to

| accept, we understand the né—

cessity for development.”

HAML officials expect the
expansion to reduce travel ti-
me between the Old City and
other parts of Hyderabad, be-
nefiting thousands of daily
commuters, and offer seam-
less access to the airport.

Locals teeter
between
hope & worry

Hyderabad: The landscape
of the Old City is about to
change dramatically as demo-
lition work has begun tomake
way for the Metro rail exten-
sion. Several properties along
Mir Alam Mandi Road haveal-
ready been demolished.

Property owners whorece-
ived compensation from the
govt have begun the demoli-
tion, with some opting to car-
ry out the work themselves.

“The streets that have be-
en here for generations will
disappear,” said Mohd Ibra-
him, who runs a tea and new-
spaper stall in the area. “This
area will never look the same
as it did when I was a child. I
hope the development will
bring happiness to future ge-
nerations.”

Mohsin, who owns a clot-
hingstoreon Mir Alam Mandi
Road, said four properties in
theouter areahave already be-
en demolished.

However, some are resis-
tant to the changes. Rajesh
Sharma, owner of an attar
shop in Shalibanda, expres-
sed concern about the rapid
pace of development. “We feel
pressured to give up our pro-
perties at such short notice.
The compensation could be
more generous. Many proper-
ty owners are trying to secure
stay orders from the court.”

The impact goes beyond
property ownership. “Thou-
sands of people will lose their
jobs. Each shop usually emp-
loys between two and 10 peo-
ple. We hope the govt will pro-
vide alternative employment
opportunities for those affec-
ted,” Sharmaadded. tnn



