Commissioning of new metro
train sets will take 12-15 months

Technical and financial negotiations underway with BEML and others, says L&T Metro Rail Hyderabad Chief Executive

Officer and Managing Director KV.B. Reddy; seventh anniversary celebrations of Hyderabad Metro Rail held
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t will take anywhere
l between 12 and 15

months for new three-
coach metro train sets to
join the existing 57 three-
coach train sets of the Hyd-
erabad Metro Rail (HMR),
with technical and finan-
cial negotiations underway
with BEML and others, dis-
closed L&T Metro Rail Hyd-
erabad (L&TMRH) Chief
Executive Officer and Ma-
naging Director K.V.B. Red-
dy on Thursday.

“We have been trying to
get new train sets for the
last one-and-a-half years
despite financial con-
straints and even held ne-
gotiations with the Nagpur
and Pune Metros. We had
earlier loaned few of our
trains to Nagpur Metro and
sought four-five trains but
it did not materialise as
their passenger numbers
shot up with more metro
lines commissioned,” he
said, during the seventh
anniversary celebrations of
HMR at the Ameerpet in-
terchange station.
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HMR MD NV.S. Reddy and L&TMRH MD K.V.B. Reddy during the

seventh anniversary celebrations of Hyderabad Metro Rail held at
Ameerpet interchange station on Thursday.

made to get a few metro
train sets from Singapore
Metro, but it too did not
fructify. This has led to
pursuing 10 new train sets
from BEML and talks are at
an advanced stage. Even af-
ter the new train sets arrive
it will take about three
months to synchronise
them with the current sig-
nalling systems for utmost
safety, he explained.

Mr. Reddy also argued
that “with little bit of disci-
pline” during the entry/ex-
it of the trains, moving
away from the doors and

keeping the bags down,
few more passengers can
be accommodated in the
existing trains which can
carry a maximum of 900
people. “We can easily car-
ry 6.5 lakh to 7.5 lakh pas-
sengers with the existing
infrastructure with these
measures and this can be
raised to 10 lakh once the
new trains are also com-
missioned,” he attested.
Hyderabad peak-hour
carrying capacity is said to
be the highest among all
metros with 60% of the to-
tal passenger load from

7.45 a.m. to 10.45 a.m. and
5 p.m. to 8.30 p.m. whe-
reas it is about 55% in other
places. L&TMRH has been
carrying an average of 4.75
lakh passengers across the
three corridors: Red Line
(29 km) LB Nagar to Miya-
pur; Green Line (11 km) JBS
to MGBS and Blue Line (29
km) Raidurg to Nagole.
“We are committed to the
project and intend to make
it profitable within the next
three to four years despite
cumulative loss of 6,000
crore,” said the MD.

He pointed out that it
took seven years to build
the biggest PPP - public,
private partnership pro-
ject, metro project in the
world with highest capital
investment of more than
321,000 crore by L&T and
despite several challenges
during construction and la-
ter. The MD thanked the
commuters and was effu-
sive in acknowledging the
role played by the Telanga-
na government and HMR
MD N.V.S. Reddy in partic-
ular from “conception
stage to commissioning to
commercial operations”.
Chief Strategy Officer Mu-

rali  Varadarajan also
spoke.

L&TMRH has an-
nounced the launch of a
‘Green Miles Loyalty Club’
for passengers travelling
using a smart card and
maintaining a certain num-
ber of trips for three con-
secutive months to be eligi-
ble for valuable gifts to be
given during Ugadi. Plati-
num band for those doing
51 plus trips in a month,
gold band for those doing
36-50 trips a month and sil-
ver band to 21-35 trips a
month. A special seventh
anniversary logo, a live
painting and traditional
dance formed part of the
occasion.

mFeedback

This week marks seven
years since the Hyderabad
Metro Rail's Phase-1 began
operations. How has it
changed the way you
commute? What do you like
about the Metro, and what
could be better? Share your
thoughts, grievances, or
suggestions to help improve
services by writing to
hyderabaddesk@thehindu.
co.in




